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"The colleges and universitias in the American educational system 
are skillfully used to miseducate." 
Malcolm X EI Shabazz 
"Education is our passport to the future. Tomorrow belongs to the 
people who prepare for it today." 
Malcolm X EI Shabazz 
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BLACK GOLD Is a monthly periodical published by Interested 
llack students of the University of Rhode Island. 
Editorial policy may be established and Initiated by staff 
members with the approval of the majority of the Editorial Board., 
Opinions expressed In BLACK GOLD do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Editorial Board or Staff In part or total. 
Advertising does not necessarily reflect an endorsement of 
products or services by the Editorial Board or Staff of BLACK 
GOLD. 
Editorial office Is located In the Uhuru House, 2nd floor, 31 
Upper College Rd., URI Telephone: 789-8461. 
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AS WAS SAID in the February issue of BLACK GOLD staff 
memb~rs are active in a state wide BLACK GOLD subsC;iPtion 
campaign. We Wish to have a large amount of BLACK GOLDs cir-
culating throughout the state of Rhode Island. 
If you have enjoyed the first five issues, why not subscribe today? 
Your help would be greatly appreciated . 
For a year's subscription : $2.00. 
MAIL TO: 
Black Gold 
Memorial Union 
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Notice: 
If you have already subscribed 
to Black Gold but have not 
received any issues-write us 
immediately. This is due to 
technical error-we wish to 
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.• . Letters to the Editors 
Senator Stennis 
(Editor's note: Senator John C. 
Stennis (D-Mlsa.) was shot 
during a hold-up In front of his 
Washington home, on Jan. 30. 
His condition was listed as 
critical. After undergoing sur-
gery, to remove a bullet lodged 
In his chest, his condition Is Im-
proving.) 
Dear Editor-:-
All I can say is "right on" with 
your newspaper. We enjoy 
receiving it up here at Princeton 
and it keeps us in touch with the 
soul scene at URI. I have 
enclosed a copy of my contribu-
tion to your letters-to-the-editor 
section. I hope that you find it a 
readable piece and that it finds 
its way into one of your sub-
sequent issues. It says what 
many people are thinking. 
I received my BA and MA in 
political science from the 
University of Rhode Island. I am 
now a Foreign Service Officer 
currently on leave from the 
Department of State while 
working on Ph.D. at Pr: nceton 
University. 
Keep the Faith, 
R.K. Pyle 
Dear Black Gold: 
ty. and justice to minorities the 
poor. and the powerless in' the 
United States and in his home 
state of Mississippi. And if any 
of the nation's lawmakers stands 
guilty of having committed many 
crimes against humanity, (either 
overtyly or by condoning and en-
couraging the acts of the actual 
perpetrators), certamly ~enator 
Stennis is one of these criminals. 
From the viewpoint of the 
many who have suffered because 
of him, the Senator is no less a 
"thug" than those who shot him. 
The only difference has been that 
he has had the protection of the 
government and his racist ac-
tions have been carried out in the 
name of "law and order." 
However, the Senator's hands re-
main stained with the blood of 
many Black Mississippians. 
Following in the footsteps of 
the overtly racist Senator 
Theodore Bilbo, Senator Stennis 
has been no less unenlightened in 
his support of violently racist 
policies both at home and abroad. 
Throughout his years in govern-
ment he has consistently con-
doned and supported racist, 
brutal beatings and murders of 
Black Americans and civil rights 
workers of any color. 
Black people remember well 
Perhaps the recent attempt at the murder of Emmett Till in. 
the possibly justifiable 1955, the murder of Medgar 
"execution" of Senator John C. Evers in 1963, and the multiple 
Stennis should not be criticized slayings of James Cheney, (ana 
by those who love freedom, many, many more) occurred and 
equality , and justice. Perhaps still occur in Senator Stennis' 
we should not even be surprised, home state and with his spoken 
since there is in this country a or unspoken support. This, nc 
growing trend on the part of op- one can dispute. And it is 
pressed peoples to deal directly because of this that the Senator 
with their oppressors. is just as guilty as if he personal-
It is obvious to all Americans, Iy had taken part in the beatings, 
whether or not they share the the burnings, the lynchings and 
Senator's racist views, that he the murders that have come to be 
has long been opposed to the taken for granted as integral 
granting of real freedom, equali- parts of "due process" and 
f4111~li;;IIII!illl~il!i:i!ii[[][ilI11iliiillll!iiliiliil!iiilll!i:liii~:ii!lilli:iii;i!li!II!II!i!ii!ill~l!ii:ji::ll:iil:iiliili:liii:l:I::i:i:iiii:I::il::lllllll11:!:I:I:111:111::111:ll!!::::I::::!:I:!I:lI1111::l 
Dear Ms. Southern: 
I woufd like to Bxte~d to you my sincere congratulations and bHst wishes for (tIe continuing 
success of you.r publicatIOn. BI.ck GO 'd. i share y·our concern for communication witt lln. the 
black community and se6 Slack Gold as filling an immad!are and rOfJI need 
Tne articles, Doetry. 8r:d illustrations have established II stlJndard {) i excellence ~Y contr;butio~ .has been forwarded to you under separate cover. I iook forward fa future 
copies of the p/J:JllcBtlon with great interest. 
Sincere good wishes, 
Fred G. Burke 
Commissioner, 
justice for Black people in 
Mississippi. 
For decades he has been an ar-
den! supporter of his state's 
reign of terror against Black peo-
ple. (And neither can we forget 
his unswerving support of this 
government's racist war so 
ruthlessly waged against other 
colored peoples in Southeast 
Asia). In my opinion, most 
Blacks, and probably many 
whites, too, would greet the 
execution of Senator Stennis in 
the same manner in which many 
whites, and probably the Senator 
himself, greeted the assassina-
tion of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr ... that society is better 
off now that we have gotten rid of 
that troublemaker. 
Many wonder, perhaps, why 
the attempt on the Senator's life 
did not come long ago. And many 
are saying that it would have 
been, and is, defensible in the 
very name of justice. After all, a 
sense of justice may well be 
a~hieved through retaliatory 
VIOlence-especially if this 
violence is the only means 
through which the oppressed can 
obtain a redress of their 
grievances. And in this par-
ticular instance, many are saying 
that the Senator, as the 
perpetrator of so many violences 
against Black people. has finally 
been repaid. He has "sown the 
wmd" and he has "reaped the 
whirlwind ... " 
And notice the quickness with 
which the White House reacted to 
the shooting_ One wonders where 
was the same White House when 
the racist guardians of "law and 
order" attacked and murdered 
Black students recently at 
Southern University? And where 
was the White House reaction in 
1970 when Black students were 
ruthlessly murdered at Jackson 
State University-right in the 
very capital of Senator Stennis' 
home state? Better yet, where 
was the Senator himself? 
But the White House has 
ceasf'ti to surprise us since it is 
widelY known that the Southern 
Strategists who reside therein 
share similar racists points of 
view with the Senator. 
Thus, one could argue that the 
only criticisms which should be 
leveled at Senator Stennis' 
executioners (who are alleged to 
have been Black) are those con· 
cerning the motive for the at-
tack, which was robbery, and 
that they were probably ignorant 
of the fact that their victim has 
long been an oppressor and 
tormentor of their Black 
brothers and sisters. 
Had this evidence been known 
to them, one might wish toargue 
and quite strongly, that the at-
tack on the Senator and the 
attempted execution was 
justifiable punishment for the 
many unfeeling and racist 
crimes, "legal" and illegal, 
which he has committed over the 
course of many years against 
Black, the poor, and the 
powerless. Crimes of which he is 
.so obviously guilty in the face of 
overwhelming evidence. 
At this moment there are those 
who feel that the attempted 
execution is justified whether or 
not the executioners knew the 
true identity of their victim 
Perhaps it is true that real 
freedom and "liberty and justice 
f.or all" will not be achieved until 
racist tyrants such as Senator 
Stennis are removed from 
positions of power .. And there 
are increasing numbers of people 
who believe tha t the means by 
which this is done no longer 
matter. 
These attitudes are a result of 
our troubled times and also a 
direct result of the perpetuation 
in positions of power of men of 
the ilk of Senator Stennis. Nor 
can the man who prom i1sed to 
"bring us together" be held en-
tirely blameless. 
While watching over his slaves 
and at the same time fearing 
what his country might someday 
become because of white racism, 
\ a racist President of an earlier 
day was once moved to exclaim 
" ... as I look out on my fields I 
tremble when I reflect that God 
is just." And in regards to 
Senator Stennis, some will argue 
that a small measure of justice 
had indeed been done. 
The same President, Thomas 
Jefferson, also asked the 
following: "Cannot the Black 
man take a little from those who 
have taken all from him?" 
Senator Stennis might do well to 
ponder that question, for he 
hjmseif has taken much from the 
Black man. And" as the 
whirlwind passeth, so is the 
wicked no more.. " 
Dick Pyle 
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N.Y.C. 
Observing the small office on the 
first floor of City Hall, 
Providence. Rhode Island, one 
would believe the work done or 
people reached would also be on a 
small scale . However, this is not 
the case . Neighborhood Youth 
Corps II Out of School Program in 
the three-room office reaches a 
wide variety of people. It has a 
history of helping the needy. 
The program basically offers 
education. skill training, and work 
experience to individuals between 
the ages of 16 and 19. They must 
be out of school or unemployed and 
maintain a Providence residency 
to enroll in N.Y.C. Counseling is 
given to explain the program and 
urge drop-outs to return to school. 
If youths are unwilling to return to 
school. an employability plan is set 
up depending on what goals they 
want to achieve. 
This employability plan includes 
a variety of educational training. 
Training is given in areas such as 
clerical skills. auto mechanics, · 
carpentry. plumbing, bricklaying, 
High School Equivalency classes, 
Basic Education classes, keypunch 
training. nurses aid training, T.V. 
training. etc. 
To make this phase of the 
program possible, N.Y .C. works in 
conjunction with O.I.C. (Oppor-
tunities Industrialization Center) , 
On Tuesday nights, Channel 2 or 
36 at 9 :30 pm E .S.T .. the nation 
views the ideals, problems, and 
solutions open to Black peoples 
and their white cohorts from a 
more provocative and truthful 
media . 
" Black Journal." a dream of 
many Black and white Americans. 
became a reality only two televi-
sion seasons ago. Why. asks the 
nation's 38 million Blacks. must 
this reality become only an il-
lusion? Why must this eaucational 
and necessary aspect of Public 
Television be taken off the air? 
Currently. Black Journal is 
fighting an arrogant racist 
attempt to further disenfranchise 
the country's viewing audience. 
The issues posed against this 
program are not only shallow, but 
equally assinine in their ac-
cusations . Blacks if you trUly 
want to see the continuation of this 
such programs, stop the cancella-
tion of Black Journal before all 
others are likewise threatened! 
Black Journal is needed in our 
communities to educate and re-
educate all viewers. 
1. FACT: Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting (CPB) officials call 
for public television programs to 
develop specialized audiences. 
FACT: BLACK JOURNAL has 
already developed one of the most 
specialized audiences in all of 
television-the national Black 
audience . CPB's own studies show 
that the national Black community 
overwhelmingly supports BLACK 
JOURNAL. 
ISSUE : Despite BLACK 
JOURNAL ' s creation of a 
specialized audience, CPB seeks to 
eliminate BLACK JOURNAL from 
the Public Broadcasting Service 
schedule. 
School 
Hanley's Vocational School, and 
Urban Educational Center, Youth 
Drop-
Opportunity Center, and Concen- It is clear Mr. Castro has a 
trated Employment Program. definite feeling for his enrollees 
The Neighborhood Youth Corps and derives great satisfaction and 
has been located in City Hall for enjoyment from his work. George 
eight years and it's currently un- Castro, a native of the South 
der the direction of George Castro, Providence himself, knows the 
who has been director of or the past problems and can empathize with 
three years . The program is the youths that enter his office for 
originally budgeted for 50 persons, help. , 
but according to Mr. Castro, can "A lot of brothers who we dealt 
take 60-70 people and has a large with are in prison and in the 
pending list of youths waiting to medical center," he said. 
participate. "We have people now who have 
When asked about the type of it, can do it, but don't know it." 
youth he encounters and their "They have been so conditioned, 
problems, this was said: "Girls they believe they are dumb, said 
come in not caring about anything, Castro. "We try to instill con-
then all of the sudden they fidence here." 
bloom! " says the director proudly. One particular experience he 
. "They enter banks, college, civil recalled vividly : "I was sitting 
jobs, etc." here one day when two brothers 
"Guys are more difficult," he came in and said, "We haven't 
continues. "We have a lot of real seen you out on the streets 
heavy people who have dropped anymore. You're moving up now,' 
out of high school for various they said, 'You became an Uncle 
reasons." he states. "The dropout Tom.' We talked back and forth 
is the most intelligent and the and I straightened it out eventual-
most dangerous because he has ly. That was the first time anyone 
nothing to care for. Then someone had called me an Uncle Tom. 
tells them they are something and They wanted to see me. That was 
they move, " continued Castro. a heck of an experience for me. 
"They are sharp. Maybe they They challenge me in conversa-
can 't read too gcod, concluded the . tion. They ask for advice and I ask 
Director. but just sit down and talk for advice also. It's a two-way 
&...,;t;.;o..;t;;;h~e;.;.m;.;.. _" __________ street, he explained. 
"They feel part of this organiza-
tion. Enrollees res ct me and I 
Black 
2. FACT: CPB officials claim that 
they would like to see more 
decisions made by local station 
managers as to what kind of 
programming they want for local 
airing. 
FACT: The Public Broadcasting 
Service (PBS), which distributes 
national programming and 
represents the stations, 
recommended to CPB that BLACK 
JOURNAL be refunded for next 
year . This is tantamount to the 
station managers' direct approval. 
ISSUE: Despite the endorsement 
by local station managers of 
BLACK JOURNAL (decision-
making urged by CPB), the Cor-
poration of Public Broadcasting 
seeks to eliminate BLACK 
JOURNAL from the Public Broad-
casting Service schedule. 
3. FACT: CPB was willing to 
spend a large sum of money to 
cover the recent moon shot. an 
event that was already scheduled 
to be covered quite adequately by 
the three commercial networks . 
FACT: The large sum of money to 
be spent for the moon shot is more 
than the total spent for all Black 
programming on public television 
during an entire season. 
ISSUE: Despite the minimal 
production cost of BLACK 
JOURNAL . CPB seeks to 
eliminate BLACK JOURNAL from 
the Public Broadcasting Service 
schedule. 
Journal 
4. FACT: CPB officials claim they 
have contacted Black leaders on 
the acceptability of BLACK 
; JOURNAL and allegedly have 
found that several " negro (sic) 
leaders" were not in favor of the 
program. 
FACT: CPB did not name one such 
Black leader. 
ISSUE: Who are these "negro 
leaders?" Who do they represent? 
Why is it that we have never heard 
of nor from these "negro leaders" 
whom CPB officials claim to know 
so well. The Black leaders we 
know say they are just as sur-
prised as we are. And, of course 
we know more Black leaders tha~ 
do the white CPB officials. 
5. FACT: It is obvious that CPB 
thinks it should decide what kind of 
programming is good for the 
national Black community. 
FACT: BLACK JOURNAL is in 
fact the legitimate voice of the 
national Black community for it 
presents legitimate points of view 
of Blacks. Furthermore , it is 
produced by Blacks for the Black 
community. In doing this, it un-
doubtedly presents views in op-
position to whites like Thomas B. 
Curtis and Henry Loomis, respec-
tively chairman and president of 
CPB. 
ISSUE: Who or what gives Loomis 
and CUrtis the right to decide what 
kind of programming is good for 
the national Black community? 
r----------.--------- 6. FACT: CPB states that it is 
waiting for additional points of 
view about what kind of Black 
programming CPB should present 
before making a decision on 
renewal. 
FACT: CPB has quickly moved to 
approve funds for a "law and 
order" program called "Crime 
Gazelte" before deciding on the 
renewal of BLACK JOURNAL 
which has a proven track record of 
approval from the Black com-
munity and Black leaders . 
ISSUE: Is the issue really one of 
programming or politics? 
Nancy Perry l 
Out 
respect them. They want that 
respect," he replied with convic-
t~on. That is the type of organiza-
tIOn N.Y.C. functions as. 
I asked Mr. Castro did he think 
the program had been successful. 
His quick reply was : "We have 100 
percent plus success . I look at 
success when he/she comes back 
and says hello . One person who is 
26 years old now comes in each 
week and says hello. That's how I 
measure success! Every once in a 
while someone we have not seen 
for years drops in to say hi," he 
said. 
"The staff here try to develop a 
father-son-sister relationship 
here," Castro insisted. By the dis-
p~ay. of pictures depicting parties, 
pICniCS, and other activities proves 
they have been successful in that 
respect. 
About his role as administrator 
Mr. Castro said: "Brothers and 
sisters in my position must take 
the time to counsel the kids. 
Someone helped me and we have 
got to help them. It's up to me and 
I have to know everything about 
everything," he concluded. . 
The future of N.Y.C. is uncertain 
due to the federal cutbacks in 
many programs. 
"Right now we can't take 
anyone because of the freeze" 
said Castro. ' 
Page J February 28, 1973 
Program 
"The programs came about 
because of the assassination of 
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther 
King. They weren't made to be 
around forever , and now local peo-
ple will have to pick up on it," he 
explained. 
"There is danger of being cut," 
Castro continued, "The future 
doesn't look too good, but the 
program will last the rest of the 
year." 
According to the Providence 
Journal , (Nov. 22, 1972), N.Y.C. is 
one of the two most effective func-
tioning programs. 
According to the Journal: "A 
study was done for a subcom-
mittee on fiscal policy by staff 
aide Jon H. Goldstein. It showed 
that only two manpower 
programs-those under the 
original Manpower Development 
and Training Act (MOTA) and the 
the out-of-school .· programs of 
the Neighborhood Youth Corps 
(NYC)-have helped poor persons 
find new or better jobs and become 
more self-sustaining:" 
About the Neighborhood Youth 
Corps program Mr. Castro, direc-
tor, has only one final concluding 
remark , "The school drop-out 
program is the best program of 
all." . 
Cora Watkins 
Neighborhood Youth Corps 
Out of School Program 
Providence, R.I. 
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Edna Frazier Library: 
In 1970, Mrs. Virginia Miles, 
branch librarian at the South 
Providence library, decided to 
name a special collection of Black 
books in honor of a community 
oriented person. That same year, 
Edna Frazier was killed. 
Also there is a picture of this 
woman. 
When asked how she was able to 
set up such a tribute, Ms. Miles 
replied, "Each year an anonymous 
fund is given to Providence Public 
Libraries. The Main library down-
town decides who to give it to . 
About two-three years ago, it was 
designated to the South 
Providence Branch." This money 
was used to buy Black literature. 
However, when the second year in 
a row South Providence received 
the fund, Ms. Miles expanded the 
Edna Frazier collection to become 
the best Black collection in the 
State. She stated that she knew 
there was a demand. 
it's 
up and sent to all the schools. I 
also implemented a coffee houl" to 
advertise the collection. However 
out of fifty persons invited, only 
ten attended," Miles concluded. 
Ms. Miles was born in New 
Hampshire and lived for some 
time in Boston. During her 8-10 
year librarian service with the 
South Providence Branch, Ms . 
Miles has seen many changes. 
Each year she tries to make the 
library as community orientated 
as possible. Ms. Miles stated that 
she saw the library as an involved 
library because of the different 
agencies involved. The library is 
now funded by Model Cities. It 
still works hand in hand with the 
Providenc~ Public, and will 
probably be rejoined with i~ in 
1975. (The expected date of the 
Model City phase out) . 
4. In the library auditorium com-
munity children have painted 
murals on the walls 
5. Working with Girls and Boys 
Clubs 
6. Holds Adult Basic Education 
Classes 
The library located at 443 
Prairie Avenue had been a 
frequent stop for Mrs. Frazier. 
She visited it for her own good and 
that of the community. In a 
special room filled with Black 
literature, the following epitath 
reads: 
Edna Frazier ' 
g 
r 
7. Teach Spanish people how to 
speak English 
8. Allow community agencies to 
use library for class work 
9. Program innovator who works 
with children's librarian to imple-
ment new programs and children's 
trips. 
There are now classes in: arts, 
crafts, game time, and music. 
Last year a trip to a museum in 
Boston was planned, and this year 
a skating party is planned. 
A patron of the South Providence 
Branch Library, a proud Black 
woman and mother of seven who 
served her community long and 
well as a worker in the community 
school program, a member of the 
Providence School Committee, the 
Model Cities Program, and the 
Concentrated Employment 
Program. 
Yet, in the three existence the 
Frazier room books are not used 
as widely as they should be. Ms. 
·Miles interjected, "The books are 
primarily used for inter-library 
loans. " 
The lack of interest does not lie 
with the library, but with the com-
munity. 
o 
w 
i 
n 
g 
. The thrust this year is "Early 
Childhood ." Some of the 
programs the library has im-
plemented: 
Truly serving its purpose, the 
library is more than functional. 
The Black collection has and is 
still growing. Within the ast two 
years some 100 paperback books 
were donated to Challenge House 
and the Roger Williams Housing 
Complex. An "involved" library 
the South Providence Branch cer-
tainly is. 
Viewing Africa as it was at the 
beginning of the 1500's, many 
myths are destined to disappear, 
among them, the belief that the 
West Coast lived in "barbarism" 
and "savagery" before the coming 
of the Europeans. 
The territory from which the 
vast majority of Africans came, 
stretched for more than 3000miles, 
from the Senegal River in the 
bulge of Africa to the southern tip 
of the present Portuguese Angola . 
A distinct variation in the 
physical structure of the in-
habitants, a multiplicity of 
tongues, and diverse cultures 
could be found within this envi'ron-
ment. 
For instance, West African 
political units ranged from in-
dividual village kinship groups, to 
extensive empire-states 
like Songhay; the more complex of 
these had legal codes, armies, and 
courts. Interesting enough, no 
matter to what degree of outstan-
dinpess the unit attained, there 
was only one universal political en-
tity throughout the region-the 
family. This kinship group com-
prised the hundreds of descendants 
of a common ancestor. 
From 
"I widely publicized the collec-
tion. I had bibliographies printed 
1. Working with Head Start 
Programs 
2. Working with kindergarten 
~. Working with Day Care 
a.ugurated a systematic explora-
tion of the African Coastline short-
ly after 1400, and within a decade 
Lisbon had become the center of a 
thrivin.g trade. The following cen-
tury witnessed a massive intrusion 
by Swedes, Danes, French, Ger-
man~, Dutch and English. The 
English had shown an interest in 
the slave trade even 
· before the founding of the New 
Wo~ld. But the common European 
behef was that African slavery 
was the cornerstone of overseas 
expansion, since it gained for the 
homeland not only the enormous 
profits of the slave trade itself but 
the profits that the colo~ial 
possessions could yield through the 
use of slave labor. 
The native Chief, was the prin-
· cipal source for the supply of 
slaves for he had long been 
familiar with slavery, although on 
a relatively small scale, but this 
· type of slave could rise to a posi-
tion of trust and honor. In the span 
of three centuries and a half, West 
Coast Africa would lose from 18 
million to 24 million of its best 
physical specimens. Also, the 
Europeans were quick to for-
mulate racial theories to justify 
the traffic, classifying Africans as 
"natural" slaves, .foredoomed to 
such a lowly estate by their inborn 
, Nancy Perry 
Uhuru Sasa Member 
Talks about Homeland 
I Looking at Antigua for the past 
twenty years, one is inclined to 
think-due to minor traces of 
growth-that the island has 
developed appreciably and is still 
developing . Infrastructural 
developments have promoted im-
' provements in road systems, 
water and electricty supplies. In-
comes have risen (but unfor-
tunately so has the cost of living); 
there's a marked increase in the 
consumption of consumer goods 
such as televisions, refrigerators, 
o::ars, etc. A larger percentage of 
'he island's population is attending 
high schools and univerSities, a 
situation that reflects a drop in the 
literacy rate. 
British colonial cultural and social 
legacies have shrunk in their 
spheres of influence, giving place 
to an African ancestral cultural 
consciousness; and of course we 
were granted independence in the 
late 1960's-a political develop-
ment step whose inherent merits 
offer no solutions to an economic 
circumstance created by external 
dominance of industry, commerce, 
banking and retailing. 
becomes development of what and 
for whom? 
Since pre-independence 
economic arrangements are still 
in existence, one can only conclude 
that Antiguan nationals accrue 
small benefits from development 
attempts. Following the granting 
of independence status, more 
hotels have been constructed, and 
several pioneer industries have 
been established, but by and large 
the profits made from these ven-
tures were transfered to various 
developed countries. 
derdeveloped country. To label it 
developing would constitute a 
euphemism that clouds the 
. evidence of continued, if not in-
creased. dependence upon an in-
ternational finance and economic 
system whose motives vis-a-vis 
the island's growth, are by no 
means altruistic. 
National develentage ownership 
of productive forces, usiness and 
other economic growth elements 
by the country's predominantly 
Black population. Profits made 
cannot be transfered to foreign 
countries, as currently is the case, 
but must be productively re-
invested . This can only be realized 
if Antiguan nationals control the 
means of making profits. 
The West of Africa 
Although the island is past t~e 
stage where horse drawn carts 
represented the primary means of 
transportation, and houses built of 
thatch, wattle and mud con-
stituted, for some, the means of 
shelter (Le. in colonial slavery 
times), Antigua has not reached 
the economic "take-off" stage 
where the nationals control the 
forces of growth and in turn 
receive the benefits usually 
associated with progress. 
In addition, external economic 
dominance subs tan tia lly in-
f1u~n~es internal decision making. 
PohtIcalleaders subjected by fear 
or motivated by choice, have so far 
failed to take the initiative that 
~uch conditi?ns warrant. Foreign 
Investors aided by international 
finance and consultant agencies 
continue to inflate notions of the 
island's vulnerability by stressing 
the lack of capital and natural 
resources. And to compoung the 
problem. government officials 
evidently troubled by th~ 
dependence syndrome,· still seek 
advice from international 
"experts" on matters that could 
be effectively handled by qualified 
Antiguans. 
The island 's development draw-
backs give credence to the notion 
held by some development 
economists. that underdevelop-
ment is a precondit ion for 
development. This means that the 
continued growth of the developed 
countries necessitates the 
perpetuation of a state of un-
derdevelopment in nations of the 
Third World. Seen in this light, 
pretentions of development in An-
tigua exemplify a world economy 
expanding and the island, being a 
satellite of some of the more ad-
vanced countries, must show signs 
of growth . 
Though most Africans were un-
able to read or write, they 
possessed a body of historical and 
even scientific knowledge, which 
they learned both from listening to 
trained people who related their 
history, and from observing the 
world around them. 
In religion, the Africans 
exhibited both diversity and unity, 
believing there existed a single 
High God who had set the world in 
motion and whose power and domi-
nion enriched all mankind. 
The traffic in African slaves 
began with the Portuguese, who in-
by Thurston L. Winston 
backwardness. 
The concept of Arican inferiority 
so dominant in the English 
settlements, had its psy-
chopathological aspects. Whites 
found it comforting to view 
themselves as a superior breed. 
The need for a foil, an "out-
group," was well served by the 
African; his land of origin, his 
cultural background, his skin 
color and other outward physical I 
traits tended to set him apart, and ' 
hence to make him an object of 
prejudice. . 
To have a class of per- . 
manent underlings was satisfying 
to the ego, 
-Thus, this in itself 
could be considered the reason for 
the exploitation of the African, 
(Afro-American) ' and the reason 
for most of the problems of toda~. 
For the truth is the Antiguans 
lack meaningful control of their 
resources, albeit limited in 
volume, and subsequently cannot 
determine the rate of develop-
ment. It is fallacious to construe 
development as increased con-
sumption levels, a higher literacy 
rate, and improved housing stan-
dards . More important, develop-
ment must involve domestic 
ownership and control of the 
economic forces that perpetuate 
growth. 
It should be realized that over 95 
per cent of the island's 70,000 pop-
ulatioil is Black. Yet, an es-
timated 90 per cent of all major 
businesses including banking, oil 
refining, shipping, hotel manage-
ment and the island based airline 
industry are controlled by non-
blacks, the majority- of whom are 
foreign born. The question then 
The failure to formulate capital 
consittutes a major problem to the 
nation's development. Increased 
consumption has meant in most 
ca.ses a reduction in savings. 
Without the necessary savings in-
vestment by nationals cannot be 
made. Moreover, the banks have 
not assumed the liberal type of len-
ding policies that are required to 
a.id underdeveloped countries, par-
ticularly where it relates to 
business enterprises. 
This creates the opportunity for 
foreign investors to demand 
extremely high returns on capital 
invested. Government officials 
cognizant of the need for capital: 
but failing to raise it, must provide 
infrastructural improvements and 
grant tax and other concessions to 
foreign companies and cor-
porations. And since government 
depends upon aids or loans to carry 
out practically all of its capital im-
provement programs, the cycle of 
dependency becomes even more 
vicious. 
On account of past and current 
conditions on the island of Antigua 
one can legitimately summize as 
follows_:. Antigua can be more ap-
propriately classed as an un-
Antigua's leadership, even when 
aware of the problems, has failed 
to provide constructive guidance. 
On -certain occassions their 
policies may even contributer to 
the island's economic enstrangle-
ment. In their efforts to en-
courage, satisfy and sometimes 
appease foreign investors and 
creditors, they create an even 
wider vacuum for dependency. 
Atiba 
Black 
BLACK ENGLISH 
by J.L. Dillard 
Is there really such a thing as 
.. Black English"? Dillard not only 
proves that there is but takes us 
back to its' origin. Although 
statistical the book is highly 
readable and gives us much insight 
into the speech of the Afro-
Americans of today. A book that 
all educators will welcome. 
To be thoroughly Black does not 
mean to forget all of the realities 
of our race. but to enhance them 
and to create a vacuum of 
experiences for cultural, 
educational. and personal enrich-
ment. We must work together to 
make the realities of our 
existences our strength. 
I Book List I 
HARLEM RENAISSANCE 
by Nathan Huggins 
The Harlem Renaissance, like 
the European Renaissance , was a 
recognition of the arts and crafts 
of a literary and cultured world; in 
this case the authors and artists 
are black. Huggins has put this 
period in perspective with the rest 
of American history-his views 
are extremely interesting and 
thought provoking. This is the type 
of book that is beneficial to both 
the Black and the white world. 
Editorials: 
Malcolm was a leader 
Black Gold Takes Pride In Making A Tribute to BROTHER 
MALCOLM-
We would like to say: 
"Thank you Brother Malcolml You have been the eyes, ears and 
minds of our people. Through you, the world now hears our every 
heart beat. Though we no longer have your fiery, seeking eyes. nor 
your voice penetrating us with ords of truths and wisdom, your 
messages rem 11'1 Inetllied within us. We take pride In being able 
to u e Black Go d . .... - -..-..... "11 .. ~r 
",v-vd ahd br nglng your words to our people. 
Black Gold Staff 
TO LIVE AGAIN 
This nighf I live again-
I. do not fear the mountain 's yet to climb, 
Nor do I dread the lonely moments yet to come. 
What God intended we should share-
Though thwarted oft is yet unmarred-
It comes alive so quickly-so completely-
Years fade away with just a touch of your life to mine. 
How long must death cling to this wasted soul?-
Or pleasures linger just beyond my grasp?-
How long must I be half-not whole?-
Oh patient soul-be patient still--
Bleed on oh wounded contrite heart. 
The night though darkest in its ebb-
'Tis fill of hope for life comes with the dawn! 
by 
A. Hardge Sr . 
LONELY ROOM 
Dark room 
no matter how bright 
goes without light 
when your only friend 
is your book 
that you can't read 
because of your room 
Jr. 
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Gold 
GEMINI 
by Nikki Giovanni 
.. an extended bio-graphical 
statement of my first 25 years of 
being a Black Poet" is the subtitle 
of Miss Giovanni's latest publica-
tion. The contents are not what 
one expects from an 
autobiography-instead Nikki raps 
about her interests in life, her 
views on being black, who she 
thinks she is and where she is 
going. 
Since the author's name is prac-
tically a household word the 
success of the book is guaranteed. 
Sniper is Misunderstood 
Mark James Robert Essex, 23, has been portrayed as a sensitive 
young Black man trying to come to terms with what he 
experienced as a life of extreme har.lSment. Tragically killed only 
one month ago, Jan. 7, his life Is a symbol of the lives of most 
Blacks who are to follow him. 
After taking the hardships of his life Into his own hands, Essex 
was unmercifully shot down on the rooftop of a Howard Johnson's 
building In New Orleans. Police sharp shooters were brought In to 
do the job. During his period of anger and rebellion, Essex had 
created much turmoil and killed seven persons. He set fire to the 
Interior of the building but none of this could possibly match the 
killing and the fires that whitey had set within the mind of -I'.AarIC--
Easex. 
No one was made aware of Essex's premeditated Intentlona. 
Even his mother, probably the closest person to him did not know. 
Ms. Essex did recall a letter received Just two days prior to the New 
Orleans shoot out. Within the letter she received a torn-out sec-
tion from the book "Black Rage." The title now becomes very 
Significant to Essex's sequence of events. The part he had torn out 
dealt with Williams Grier and Price M. Cobbs views on becoming a 
man. He wrote a note on It, Ms. Essex recalled, that said: 
"Africa-this Is It, Mom. It Is bigger than you and I and even GCY.i." 
As she recalled, that was all that was on the page. 
HI, life 
In Essex's early life, there had not existed much racial strife. 
LIke most Black children, he lived within his Black community not 
knowing or even caring about the outlying White world. At a 
period In his life when he was most conscious of himself and his 
racial being, he entered the Navy. He was court-martialed Jan. 15, 
. 1972. The reason for his removal was a simple AWOL charge. ~Is 
parents and friends Insist that the "gentle, thoughHul son" they 
sent Into the Navy In 1969 was changed dramatically by some one 
or something within his service term. 
The AWOL discharge was a direct result of a racial fight while 
on duty. It had been this occuranceln the Navy which made Easex 
take to the streets. 
"I had had a fight," said Essex. "I got a ticket to L.A. (Los 
Angeles) he said, and while I was In the bus atatlon the driver of a 
bus going to New Orleans lett his bus and I Jumped on and got to EI 
Paso and called my folks and they sent the money to come home. I 
had to talk to some black people because I had begun to hate all 
white people I was tired of going to white people and telling them 
my problems and not getting anything done about It." 
Not having anyone to turn to with his problems In the Navy or at 
home, the man went within himself. With such a discharge and lit-
tle education, Essex found civilian life extremely difficult. Jobs are 
not quckly offered to the dishonorably discharged, benefits are 
null, even one's self Image Is somewhat changed when he must 
proceed through life with a dishonorable record. 
Yet, thinking only of the estranged actions of the man on the 
roof, Mark Essex shot down. No one took the time to look Into the 
plight of the man. No one would give him a fair chance to plea his 
case within the Judicial orders of the Nautical Systems, so who 
would hear him out under civilian laws. A man without a future Is 
how Essex felt. A man, who could not carry the weight of his 
burden, or the Inward Inflicted hardships he had experienced. 
Although Mark Jam .. Robert Essex should not have tried to 
take the plight of the Black man within his own hands, his action a 
are easily accounted for. Basically we want to get back at those 
people or things which Inflict pain upon us, and this basically Is 
what Esaex did. 
He tried to kill and burn those people and things which stood for 
American Laws. The law which took away from him the dream of 
becoming a dentist, the dream of becoming an officer In the Navy 
and the very Incipient dream of achieving manhood through In-
stitutional means. We should not try to hide the deeds of Essex, 
but understand them-for they do potentially exist In everyone of 
us. 
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"There was so much happening at the Center I couldn't believe my 
eyes." 
Alexa Grant 
According to the Rhode Island 
Census Bureau, Newport has the 
second highest nunber of Blacks in 
the state of Rhode Island. (Ed's 
note: See BLACK GOLD Vol. 1 
No. I-there are 2,523 Blacks in 
Newport representing 9.96 per cent 
of the state's Black population) . 
Organizations such as New 
Visions for Newport County The 
Neighhorhood Youth Corps,' and 
the Urban Le3gue have found a 
place in the Newport area . They, · 
111 their specific areas , have served 
the expanding number of Newport 
Blacks. 
However , the Martin Luther 
King Center (MLKC) may be said 
to be a catalyst for the outgrowth 
of such community services . 
The center , located on 20 West 
Broadway, serves "approximately 
6.000 community people" both 
Black and white each year, said 
Executive Director , Rowena 
Stewart. 
The center, explained Stewart 
"is a settlement house based o~ 
serving the expressed needs of the 
people in the community." 
It is a non-profit facility and is a 
member of the National Associa-
tion of Settlement Houses. The 
center deals especially, according 
to Stewart, with the social 
cultural, educational and 
recreational potential of it's par-
ticip'cmts . 
ProJ!rams 
"We bring people together and 
hope they set their own 
priorities, " said Ms. Stewart. 
"Our programs reflect and 
change with their (the com-
munity's) request, " she continued, 
"it makes us unique." 
Most social agenCies set up 
national guidelines, suggested the 
Director, rather than let the peo-
ple chose the direction of the agen-
cy. "Our guide is strictly the 
people, " explained Stewart. 
The Martin Luther King Center 
provides a multitude of outreach 
services . These services are 
geared toward "the young adult, 
the teenager, and the senior 
citizens, " Stewart explained. 
Basically , these services are as 
follows : 
1.. Adolescent Residential Care 
(ARC) 
ARC's pnmary purpose to in-
tegrate young community women 
into their community . Helping 
young women stay in school, 
-creating work-shop reacreation for 
arts and crafts , and providing lear-
ning skills in cooking, tablesetting 
and entertaining, are some of the 
benefits offered to participants. 
j.;. Educational Services 
This provides Center members 
with volunteer tutors to help with 
specific subjects . Tutors are 
available in courses such as math 
science , English , reading: 
languages or history. 
-3: Mini-Business (Profit-sharing) 
Young adults (ages 6-13) are in-
troduced into profit-sharing enter-
prIses by making and selling 
posters and Christmas cards. The 
C~nter recieves one-half . of the 
profits and the teenagers recieve 
the othr other half. 
" In the next 2-3 years ," said 
Stewart, she hopes the teens will 
"establish a non-profit furniture 
store. " 
The concept of this mini-
?~.siness end~avor, she explained, 
IS to orient comm uni ty 
youngsters towards occupational 
skill!':. " 
4. Teen Lounge -
This is a lounge area open to 
teenagers (age 13-18) Monday 
through Saturday. This provides a 
"get-together" atmosphere for the 
young adults so that they may 
know each other and work 
together. 
The Lounge is also a place where 
Center members vote for responsi-
ble persons to serve on a "Teen 
Council." This Council is a 
"elected body of teenager 
members," said Stewart. 
Council members "get a real 
exposure in democracy," she' said. 
With this elected body, rules and 
policies for the Center are dis-
cussed and established .. 
Two members of the " Teen 
Council" are also chosen to serve 
on the MLKC Board of Directors. 
"Our kids -when 13-share in 
the power of having elections," 
Stewart emphasized. 
Evening Adult Programs 
Instructions in the use of a 
darkroom, camera , photographic 
materials, and developing 
procedures are offered to aaults . 
Also adult Center members are 
concentrating on the production of 
a play. The facility has it's own 
theatre company and plans to 
produce a play by the end of 
February . 
"Black people. getting together" 
A Center 
In New 
The Marti 
King C 
by Valerie J : SO~lthf'rn' 
"There were Brothers and Sisters playing ba 
Brothers and Sisters shooting pool. There 
grooving to the music and there were some, , 
for th 
Newport: 
enter 
Valerie J. Southern 
Sisters playing basketball . .. There were 
pool. There were Brothers and Sisters 
there were some .. . sitting and rapping." 
Cora Watkins 
r the 
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I saw Black people bustling with BI~ck activities ... h~lpin~, knowing 
and learning the key of understanding. It was beautaful. 
Ceramics , Weight Watchers, 
Inc., drawing and painting classes 
also constitute the on-going adult 
programs. 
6. Cultural Arts-young adults 
from 5 to 13 years of age are in-
troduced to various hand-craft and 
cultural opportunities. Art 
lessons, nutrition courses, piano 
lessons, films , sewing, and open 
library facilities are free to Center 
members 
7. Martial Arts Dojo (Karate and 
Judo) 
The Martial Arts Dojo course 
was established course was es-
tablished in 1970 for young 
teenagers between the ages of 7 to 
15 years. 
8. Outreach 
Deals with trying to solve 
problems that occur outside of the 
Center. Conflicts between people, 
organizations , elderly, sick, 
student-school, inter-family 
emergency and crisis assistance 
are dealt with by trained MLKC 
staff members . "Out reach 
workers," said Stewart, "go to 
people's homes and assist in times 
of crisis." 
The out-reach services deals es-
pecially with "one-parent 
families" and low-income families 
both Black and white. 
"Ninety per cent of the families 
we deal with are " navy-reject 
families," the director 
emphasized. 
The term "Navy-reject" defines 
the many families units which 
have desolved when the male 
retures from the service. 
"We have to intercede," said 
Stewart, "in many of the duties the 
male no longer assumes. " 
Also outreach workers "serve 
the fo~gotten senior citizen, the 
. forgetton young mother and the 
forgotten teenagers," explained 
Stewart. 
"We feel all our roles are very, 
very important, " she concluded. 
Beginnings. . . Funding 
"We grew in a time which waf: 
not very healthy to grow," con-
fided , Ms . Rowena Stewart, 
executive director of MLKC. It 's 
primary funding agency, United 
Fund, was losing money when the 
Center began operations in 1921. 
Before the death of Rev. Martin 
Luther King, the center was called 
the Newport Community Center. 
After King's death , the center was 
renamed . 
Ms . Stewart succeeded Warren 
Weston, who served as executive 
director for 24 years. " He was a 
guy with a dream,, ' said Stewart, 
describing her predecessor. " He 
dreamed that the Center would be 
operating the way it is now." she 
said. 
Ms. Stewart , before joining 
MLKC. was the director of the 
Harriet Tubman Settlement 
House. This center is located in 
Boston and is simi liar in purpose 
and scope to the Martin Luther 
King Center. 
The Newport Center has a es-
timated 1972-73 budget of $180,000. 
This a far cry from the $60,000 
working budget lying on Stewart:s 
desk when she came to Newport III 
1970. The budget increase, said 
Stewan, . represents a tremen-
dous amount of growth." 
Since Stewart joined MLKC the 
$25,000 mortgage debt has also 
. been eliminated. "Help from the 
RI Foundation to pay for the 
h"i1,H"Il" was very much ap-
preciated by Stewart. "They have 
helped us grea tly , " she 
emphasized. . 
Wo.rking Together 
The Martin Luther King Center 
is one which obviously has 
developed and experienced change 
along with its changing Newport 
community. 
It must not be, however, defined 
as a facility which operates solely 
within itself . MLKC correlates 
with other services such as New 
Visions, Child and Family Ser-
vices, and the Newport Mental 
Health Clinic. By doing this, 
suggested Stewart, one organiza-
tion may work with other 
organizations so that the over-~ll 
community may reap the benefits 
of such a vital coalition. 
Newport \ being a area which is 
has a growing population yearly, 
may profit from the on-going 
programs offered by MLKC. With 
a full-time staff of 12 persons and a 
part-time staff of 14 persons, the 
Center seems to be fitting neatly 
into the Newport scenery . 
However, though it may not be 
"seen" it is definitely heard . .. and 
felt. 
"educational experiences for 
Black peoples" 
Community 
Val Southern 
Page 8 February 28, 1973 
Two Poems 
.1 
against the char-streaked fence's grey 
a mottled pail of garbage rattles in the gust 
right rattle left rattle rattle left then right 
a tragic dance 
spot-fixed in static motion to black stars-
sunless-
stars-
sunless-
under an ancient beaten sky / 
fallen away in the endles grey of heaven 
beaten beaten beaten 
as all we in these windwhipped days / 
dragging ashes of another spring and summertime 
to spread across the earth 
praying in our windsplit spirits 
that sacrifice might bleed again / 
it is disease 
but life depends . .. 
A Poem Called the Mask 
Dont be fooled by me . Dont be fooled by the face I wear , for I wear a 
thousand masks , masks that 1m afraid to take off, and none of them 
are me. 
Pretending is an art that's second nature with me, but dont be fooled, 
for God's sake don't be fooled . 
I give the impression that I'm secure, that all is sunny and unruffled 
with me, within as well as without ; That confidence is my name and 
coolness my game; That the water's calm and I'm in command. and 
that I need no one. But don 't believe me please? 
My surface may seem smooth, but that surface is my mask and 
beneath this lies no complace Benea th dwells the real me in c'onfu-
sion. in fear , ~nd aloneness . But I hide this. I dont want anybody to 
kno~ It. I pan~c at ~he thought of weakness and fear of being exposed . 
That s why I frantIcally create a mask to hide behind , a nonchalant 
sophisticated facade , to help me pretend , and shield me from the 
glance that. knows. But such a glance is precisely my salvation, my 
only salvatIOn, and I know it. That is if its followed by acceptance. if 
Its followed by love. Its the only thing that will assure me of what I 
... ___ --t·itftt-3 ~~ 1 self, that I am worth something. But I dont tell you 
this. I dont care . I'm afraid to. 
I'm afraid your glance WIll not be followed by acceptance and love. 
I'm afraid you 'll think less of me, that you'll laugh at me , and your 
laugh would kill me. I'm afraid that deep down I'm nothing, that I'm 
no good , and that YOll will see this and reject me . So I play my game, 
my desperate game, with a facade of assurance without, and a 
trembling child within . And so begins the parade of masks , and my 
life becomes a front. 
I idly chatter to you in the suave tones of surface talk, telling you 
everything that is really nothing, and nothing of what's everything, of 
what's crying within me. So when I'm going through my routine, 
don't be fooled by what I'm saying. Please listen carefully and try to 
hear what I'm not saying; What I'd like to be able to say, what for sur-
vival I need to say, but what I can't say. 
I dislike hiding. Honestly. I dislike the superficial game I'm playing, 
the phony game. I'd really like to be genuine and spontaneous, and 
me. But you've got to help me . You've got to hold out your hand even 
when that's the last thing I seem to want . 
I dislike hiding honestly . I dislike the superficial game I'm playing, 
the phony game. I'd really like to be genuine and spontaneous, and 
me. But you've got to hlep me. You've got to hold out your hand, even 
when that is the last thing I seem to want . 
Only you can wipe away from my eyes the blank stare of breathing 
death. Only you can call me into aliveness . Each time you're kind 
and gentle, and encouraging, each time you try to understand because 
you really care, my heart begins to grow wings. Very small wings, 
very feeble wings, but wings. With your sensitivity and sympathy, 
and your power of understanding, you can breathe life into me. I want 
you to know that. 
I want you to know how important you are to me, how you can be the 
creator of the person that is me if you choose to. Please choose to? 
You alone can break down the wall behind which I tremble , you alone 
can remove my Mask. You alone can release me from my shadow 
world of panic and uncertainty , from-my lonely person. Do not pass 
me by. Please do not pass me by? 
It will not be easy for you . A long conviction of worthlessness builds 
strong walls . The nearer you approach me, the blinder I strike back. 
I fight against the very thing I cry out for . 
ButI am told that love is stronger than walls, 
and in this lies hope. 
Please try to beat down those walls with firm hands, but with gentle 
hands, for a child is very sensitive. 
Who am I, you may wonder ; I am someone you know very well, For I 
am every Black Man you meet. 
I feel as though this Poem says and expresses what every Brother 
would like to say to somebody that he loves or really cares for, but he 
wont until he finally sheds his mask. So it is up to you sisters to show 
him that you really care for him and have the understanding and 
patience, to help him to deal with himself and in the end your rewards 
will be that much greater. 
Peace. 
Br. Donald Dailey 
Written In A Providence 
.2 
if again we could again begin 
then we could speak of love 
Backyard 
TWO AUTUMN POEMS ... 
Of. love to all in universal loving 
blmd and thorough as necessary air / 
Cyprian Lamar Rowe 
yet we are here too many thousands gone 
and like a battered autumn tree 
pelong to fire and to smoke 
belong to waking and white shrouds/ 
we cannot speak of love 
victims (falling blood : 
the lamentations of our seamless woundsl 
of vision/ 
we far from paradise have come away 
again if we could again begin 
begin again again / 
we cannot / 
we drag our cripples 
dress their wounds with burning maple rags 
the leaves all crackling by our feet 
we mother pain and calm the anxious earth with 
Sacrifice/ 
Forever/ again/ 
"We have finally reached a time in America when Blacks are 
thirsting for things of blackness (theater . movies, books.etc. land they 
are actually receiving Negroness .·' 
Love thy Black Brother? 
Is that what I heard you say? 
When your sister has gone and stole 
My man while I was thinking she 
was my best friend. 
Love thy Black Brother? 
Are you putting me on? 
While your Brother is over there 
Pushing heroin on a fourteen year old. 
Love thy Black Brother? 
When he has just come in here 
And ripped me off for my goods. 
O.K. /'1/ love thy Black Brother 
when he proves to me that... 
he deserves to be loved. 
Renee Grant 
Selfish or Not? 
Are you selfish with your talents? 
Sure you have many 
Understanding of a problem, an idea, a concept 
Your talents are plenty 
But do you share them with others 
or do you keep them to yourself? 
Your whole world you keep bottled in an inward shell . 
You can learn to give to others 
Not money or wealth 
But to fully utilize your talents 
others need your help 
Three Notes on Pictures 
I. Death in a Helicopter 
a machine gun loking crinkly stuck 
(collapsible syringe with cancer cures 
and other fixes) 
and the mad doctorboy still holding it 
wearing his football helmet for the game 
not sure if the body on the floor 
has made the ground 
or more is needed for first down.) 
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On this campus their are many things to do 
Represent an Uhuru Sasa four hours or two. 
Man, Black people are moving and in their minds there is growth 
But, how much are you personally developing 
You're at a downward slope. . II. Cambodian Soldier Holding a Head He Has Severed 
a picture by Dieter, germanman, Volunteer to work with CANE 
Black children need your image. 
Work with Black Gold, and enhance it 
to get more subscriptions sold. 
Try to teach a class of teens 
of man child Cambodian holding head 
that still shows signs of veins in severed flesh/ 
he smiles so wide and white 
and to th'e other side behind 
another smile another child 
holding high his rifle 
Easterlike. . 
Obtain joy from watching those faces gleem 
Tutor at ACI help other Blacks to mentally rise 
or try to counsel youth 
Straighten out their personal problems, career counseling, drugs, 
da ting, sex, "Before they goof." 
Put your talents to . work today 
Working closer with Uhuru Sasa is the way. 
India Crisis 
People are picked up by truck 
loads each morning, 
They meet death through the early 
sun's glory, 
And the weak die as hunger eats 
them away, 
While we feed pets, 100% beef 
steaks, 
Linda Coleman 
Segregated ThIrst 
You drank water 
from a pilsner glass 
in my kitchen! 
Breathlessly I watched you-
. (head back, neck pulses throb-
bing) 
Perspiration 
gleaming like diamonds 
on your dark skin. 
After you left 
my lips caressed the glass, 
slowly melting ice cubes; 
Tasting sweet kisses 
I couldn't collect. 
You quenched your thirst. . . . 
mine has only 
begun. 
Our fathers 
Who were in slavery 
Blesse'd be Your names. 
May Africa survive ; 
May your children live, 
Proud of the strength You have 
given. 
It aids us in our daily life 
and brings us all together 
in the face of hatred. 
Aid us in our rise 
by destroying corruption, 
for You are our Strength, 
and our Unity and our Glory. 
Amen. 
by Thomas Nance 
Lorise Willis 
III. Omission 
no black faces in these pictures/ 
selected out by war/ 
Cyprian Lamar Rowe 
We can not wait 
Walking down this narrow street 
called ghetto, 
Came across ten houses of gray 
and black meadows, 
And as my feet carried me soft and 
gentle, 
I watched the faces of tired people 
pass, 
I watched the sounds of glass the 
smells of rats, 
I watched the children thinned 
boned play, 
I watched the tiny bodies intersect 
the Black clay, 
And as I watched and as I heard no 
silence could not disturb, 
People watching on a hot summer 
day, . 
From the second and third floor 
played, . 
And looks of concern, needs and 
wants, 
Fell upon me and yet fell upon me 
not, . 
And I not down the street yet, 
Dragged myself through those 
angered stares, 
For it was not me they longed to 
hurt, 
But the man who made them sit 
among this dirt. 
Oh tired old man I see you sit, 
no moving no time to fit, 
Your tired hands wrinkled through 
time, 
Them empty pockets yearn for a 
dime, 
Them old ragged pants aren't the 
same, 
And are you still wondering who 's 
the blame, 
Well stop you're tired give theyseJf 
a rest, I 
Always remember you are the 
best, 
And the old pipe you smoke, is it 
Mr, Honkies? 
Handed down by his sweet 
generosity, 
And those old shoes and clothes, 
Oh he said doesn't find use for no 
more .. 
Are we that much to him as the 
hogs in his pen, 
Senting the scrapes from his tables 
after he's fed, 
Linda Coleman 
Black Power, Black Power 
they're all for it 
Say brother whats wrong with you 
, Why do you run from the man like 
you do 
Is there something we sisters don't 
know What happens when it comes to 
fighting for it 
They run, they run I don't know 
where 
But when there's a party 
they're always there. 
by Mary Silva 
Or are you so scared that you just 
have to go 
. Has the man got something to 
make you that scared 
That you have to run and leave 
your sisters there 
Do you think its right? 
To make your sisters stand there 
and fight. 
Black Power, Black Power their 
all for it 
What happens when it comes to 
fighting for it 
They run , they run I don 't know 
where 
But when there's a party they're 
always there. 
by Mary Silva 
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Let's Finish the Journey 
For many years I ' thought 
slavery origninated with the 
English, who see very early in the 
history of this country brought 
"captive people" from the prisons 
of England, and from Africa, to 
serve them. They also sold' them 
on the auction block, much as one 
would sell a horse, for great sums 
of money. Indeed, slave trading 
was one of this country's earliest 
industries! 
As a Negro bears the weight of 
bondage suffered by his forbears, 
so I bear the weight of shame ... of 
guilt in the evil dees performed by 
my forbears . 
Reading the Bible, finding 
slavery mentioned and accepted 
from Genesis 10: 24 and 25 on, 
doesn't ease my guilt. Discovering 
that Noah cursed his son Ham and 
his descendants wi th these words: 
"A curse upon the Canaanites, 
(Ham was the father of Canaan.) 
May they be the lowest of slaves, " 
does not relieve me of my desire to 
show love for all peoples. In 
Genesis 15 : 13, "Then Jehovah 
told Abram, "Your descendants 
will be oppressed as slaves in a 
foreign land for 400 years." 
Genesis 15: 14, "But I will punish 
the nation that enslaves them, 
and in the end they will come 
away with great wealth." This 
causes me to wonder why our 
Just and Merciful Creator 
wanted men to own other human 
beings, which could surely make 
them feel superior to their 
slaves. 
Owning people, I think, breeds 
prejudice, discrimination and 
bigotry. I hate all three, and I 
fight them wherever I find them. 
It's often a lonely, losing battle, 
because althought the blood of 
many nations flows in my veins, 
my skin is white. Often, when I 
write about my hatred of the 
battles between races, I feel as 
though I am crying into an empty 
well . Even though my own echoes, 
floating back from the empty 
deeps, nearly smother me, I can-
not shut up, for I know how much 
more desolate the battle would be 
if my skin were black. 
The pilgrimage for justice is one 
we should all make ... each in his 
own way-according to his own 
conscience. 
When we lose faith and stumble, 
the light of truth goes out, like a 
star falling to earth. 
The shackles used by our 
forefathers to keep the Negro in 
bondage-long ago bound us to 
hatred, bigotry and fear-even 
after chains of bondage had rotted 
in southern soil. It took us hun-
dreds of years to learn that every 
wall has two sides; one side keeps 
a man a prisoner. . . the other side 
casts the shadow of his keeper! 
And so the masters had become 
slaves to prejudice. and now to 
fear! 
Many of my people fight these 
sins secretly, because one does not 
bring his guilt and shame out into 
the light unless he is truly humble. 
Some of them need gentle persua-
Black Historical 
FEBRUARY 1 
Langston Hughes, world famous author born 1902. 
Together 
Events 
sion ; forgive them if they have not 
yet held out their hand to you. You 
won't recognize us until we stand 
before you .. .free. 
Bigotry is no harder to fight in 
the fanatic, sadistic ignorant mind 
than in the educated rulers whose 
hearts are set against pigmen-
tation! 
It is often hard ' to change or-
dinary people like you and me. . 
.for we don't try to hurt each 
other, yet many of us can't unders-
tand how to do anything to help 
each other . You and I love the 
same things: our families, homes, 
good music, sports, hot dogs, 
favority fishing holes where the 
"big ones" got away ; we are all 
~fraid of an atomic war : we gripe 
about being overtaxed : bet on thw 
world series, and lie awake nights 
worrying about how we'll feed our 
children when we lose our jobs. 
But there are things we must 
learn to do together in order to ce-
ment our relationship. We must 
work together to make the con-
stitution become more than just a 
piece of paper. We must fight 
together to overcome petty 
prejudicial matters. We must sup-
port equal employment, schooling, 
and housing laws, and we must gft 
to keep our schools integrated. We 
must kill racial prejudice and 
bigotry by fighting to recognize 
one race . . . THE HUMAN RACE. 
Finally. we must learn that the 
calculated mind sees pigmentation 
as an evil, but the heart knows 
LOVE. and LOVE IS 
COLORLESS. 
of the 
FEBRUARY 16 
Often, I have extended my hand, 
only to have doubt and fear spit 
into it, to have it bruised and 
stepped on by distrust. I don't 
blame anybody . . . but I beg you to 
feel my sincerity, and this time 
when I extend my heart and hand , 
. please don't turn away. The great 
gourney toward the FIGHT FOR 
FREEDOM has long ago begun, 
but let's finish it together? Put 
your hand on mine, help me to 
wield the heavy shovel as we bury 
bigotry , discrimination, hatred, 
prejudice and ignorance. Then, as 
we walk together to build a new 
world. let us remember the words 
of a great Chinese philosopher who 
said : "The journey of a thousand 
miles begins with one step." Let's 
take it together! Marge Drake 
Next 
dead 
line 
March 
10 
Month 
Four Black colleg~ students sat down at a 'white' lunch counter in 
Greenboro, North Carolina. 1980 within two weeks, there were sit-ins 
in 15 Southern cities. Within a year, more than 50,000 people had 
demonstrated in 100 cities, and 3,600 had been jailed. 
Liberia Herald , first newspaper printed in Africa published by C.L. 
Force of Boston (1826) . 
FEBRUARY 17 
Judge Thomas L. Griffith Jr., first Black admitted to the Los A.ngeles 
Bar Association (1950). 
FEBRUARY 2 
John S. Rock , first Black man admitted to practice before U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
FEBRUARY 19 
Supreme Court guaranteed due process of law to Blacks in state 
courts in Moore v. Dempsey, (1923) . 
FEBRUARY 3 
Charles Henry Turner, noted biologist and neurologist born (1867-
1893) 
FEBRUARY 20 
Frederick Douglass, orator, journalist, crusader for freedom died in 
Washington , D.C. (1895) . 
. FEBRUARY 6 
Benjamin Banneker, at age 23 built first American clock to strike the 
hours (1754). Also helped in designing Washington, D.C. 
FEBRUARY 21 
Malcolm X, an influential figure among Black people in the sixties 
assassinated in New York (1965) . 
FEBRUARY 10 
113 Black institutions of higher learning in the United States (1968) . FEBRUARY 23 William E .B. Dubois, author , educator, and historian born (1868-
1963) . FEBRUARY 12 
FEBRUARY 25 Bill Russell , basketball star and first Black to manage a major professional sports team in the U.S. born (1934). Hiram R. Revels , first Black senator took oath of office (1870) . 
Fugitive Slave Act (1793) 
Organization of NAACP (1909) 
FEBRUARY 14 
FEBRUARY 26 
15th Amendment proposed in congress giving right to vote to former 
slaves (1869) . 
Augusta Institute, later to become Morehouse College, opened in 
Atlanta, Georgia (1867). FEBRUARY 27 First N"gro Y.M.C.A. organized in Washington, D.C. ~1853). 
FEBRUARY 15 FEBRUARY 29 Ernest E. Just, noted biologist awarded first Spingarn Medal by 
NAACP (1915). 1970 U.S. population 217,625,013 ; Black population 24,714,314 
Movie Review: 
As I sat in the theater I was so 
emotionally upset I wanted to walk 
out, but kept rationalizing how it 
was only a movie. Well, some of 
you brothers and sisters must 
know I'm talking about "Across 
HOth Street." Yeah, when I 
suggested to my friends, "let's go 
check out this bad flick," I had no 
idea it was a "definite trip." As 
Bobby Womack started singing the 
title song, even I was engrossed in 
the music. The overall impression 
to me personally was I could not 
believe the "junk" the Mafia was 
putting out. No way can the Mafia 
be that powerful in an all Black 
club. I cannot see how brothers 
and sisters let them beat that 
Across' 110th Street 
brother almost to death. After all 
you know in a dive like that 
nightclub half the people in there 
were packing razors, guns, and 
whatever. They aren't going to let 
a white man come into their club 
and push them around. . 
Also, it made me upset to think 
when a brother gets a little more 
money than usual, the first thing 
he does is go grin up in some white 
girl's face. I'm not saying that 
there aren't any brothers that 
would do that, but let's give the 
Black brothers a little more 
credit than that. Them white days 
are over you all. Then after that 
they made us think Black men 
didn't have enough sense to get OUt 
of New York after the robbery, but 
to sit around and wait for the white 
man to come and get them. 
The only good thing I have to say 
about the picture is when the last 
dude threw the money to the kids . 
I don't doubt that the pigs didn't go 
take the money away from them. 
It kills me now to think people 
wanted Superfly to be banned, but 
lets junk like this slide by. I un-
derstand that Superfly was dealing 
with dope and the sorts, but he 
. definitely got over-whereas in 
Across 110th Street, who gets over 
once again-The Almighty White 
Father! 
Pat Burgie 
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Uhuru Sasa Briefs 
Ivor Jackson, former president of Vhuru Sasa resigned his position 
in December. His message to the Black V.RI. community reads as 
follows: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Circumstrances have developed which will 'no longer allow 
me to continue as the president of Uhuru Sasa. One of these, 
and the only one I will discuss at the moment, concerns the 
time I can spend in the United States in the next four months. 
Within the next week, I must leave for Antigua, and I will not 
return until the end of January or early February. Between 
February and July of 1973, I will again make one or two trips 
back to the island. 
As you can imagine, these trips will seriously impair my 
ability to function as president of the organization. Knowing-
ly, therefore, I am forced to submit my resignation to you out 
of concern for the continued function of the ·organization. 
Coordinating the activities of Uhuru Sasa has been a great 
experience, if not at all times pleasurable. Working with 
righteous brothers and sisters is highly gratifying. 
I must assure you that I am not leaving the organization. 
Conditions, however, necessitate that I transfer my respon-
sibility as president to someone who will be in a better position 
to function in that capacity. I do this with a deep and sincere 
regret. 
I hope that you will respect my decision. 
Your brother, 
Ivor Jackson 
Ghanian born , Qwami Asanti has succeeded to the position of Acting 
President. Asanti was Uhuru Sasa Vice President, until Jackson an-
nounced his resignation . 
Plans for the 1973 Black Cultural Weekend have been finalized by 
committee members : Gail Herald and Lorise Willis. 
Tentatively , the dates of the three-day weekend will be from the 6th 
through the 9th of April. 
The weekend will be a merging of Black cultural and educational 
resources. African dance, films, speakers, a soul-rock group , 
workshops, and a gospel festival will comprise most of the Vhuru 
Sasa-sponsored Cultural Weekend. 
More information in the next issue (March) of BLACK GOLD. 
Reflections of A.T.O.M. 
(i.e. A Tired Old Man) 
If "only God can make a tree." 
How did lowly man make Thee? 
Nay, you were from Heaven sent. 
Man only the instrument. 
So if we each other inspire 
And along the way find desire . . . 
Then who's to say this couldn ' t be 
Planned for our discovery? 
James Irving 
Announcements 
THE URBAN EDUCATION CENTER sponsors Black History 
classes every Wednesday evening in the Edna Frazier Room 
of the South Providence Library. Located: 443 Prairie Ave. 
Time: 6-8:30 pm. Open to everyone. 
NEW POSITION BEGINNING FALL 1973 
The Department of Geology has been authorized to add a 
'acuity member in the area of field-oriented geophysics. Rank 
probably will be at the Assistant Professor level. The can-
didate must be interested in undergraduate education. 
Please ca II this pOSition to the attention of your colleagues 
and students. 
In accordance with our affirmative action policy we en-
couraJ~ qualified candidates from minority groups to apply. 
Please contact: Dr. Eugene J. Tynan, Acting Chairman; 
Phone (401) 792-226S for further details. 
February 28, 1973 will be the very last day to sign up for the 
Second Unity Conference to take place March 9, 10, & 11. 
Registration fee is S 1.00. Sign up at the Talent Development 
Office, Ballentine Hall. 
A series of lectures on the Black Experience in Africa, the 
Americas and the Caribbean given by faculty from colleges 
and universities in the Greater Providence area. 
February 27 
"Early Black American Literature," by William Robinson, 
Department of English, Rhode Island College 
March 6 
"Caribbean and West African Literature of French Expres-
sion and the Controversy to Which it has Given Rise," by 
Wendell Jeanpierre, Department of French, Brown University 
March 13 
"Contemporary Native Artists of Brazil, Haiti and the United 
States," by Lawrence Sykes, Department of Art, Rhode Island 
College 
March 20 
"Religion and Revolution in the New World," by Melvin Dixon, 
Department of History, University 4l f Rhode Island 
These lectures are open to the general public without charge 
and will be held at Churchill House, lSS Angell Street (across 
from the Arco Service Station). Eac'h will begin at1:'lirii'mll'Wl". 
Room 101 and will be followed by a short discussion. 
UHURU SASA MEMBERS-YOU'RE INVITED: 
The 4th Annual Invitational Workshop 
On African and Afro-American Studies 
March 29-31. .. Bennett College, Greensboro, N.C. 
Theme: The Impact of African and Afro-American Studies: 
Agenda for the Future 
For future info: 
Louis Francis 
210 Ballentine Hall 
792-2901 
,._._ ... __ .. -.. _ .... 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE 
Attending college presents new challenges to the unfamiliar 
student. Adjustment, change, dealing with, coping with or 
without are human activities which discriminate the 
frustrated student from the functioning student. How one 
functions may be complimentary/oppose to the "system" 
he/she is in. To "loosen-up" this non-academic area of the 
student's environment, a new experience will be initiated to 
deal with the specific difficulties of "Black Interactions on a 
White College Campus." Some of the areas to be discussed 
are: 
(1) Awareness of the individual's needs. 
(2) Awareness of the institution's requirements. 
(3) What are the options-alternatives? 
(4) Taking care of business before it becomes work. 
(S) Black interaction with Blacks, Whites. 
(a) Same level-different levels-why? 
(6) Am I doing my thing or was it already decided for me? 
(7) In what direction do I go? 
(8) Where is my head at? 
If you have two hours per week to help yourself and others, 
sign up now. Meeting time will be arranged for the most con-
venient period possible. Limited slots open-first come, first 
served! 
SIGN UP SHEET available at: 
Talent Development Program Office 
Ballentine Hall 
Bud Moseley 
Dean of Students Off ice 
Green Hall 
Tom Varella 
Counseling Center 
211 Eleanor Roosevelt Hall 
~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
• 
• 
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Men in Charge 
New York City 
EDUCATION 
In the United States, today, there are only two cities in which the 
public school system is headed by a Black person : Baltimore, Md. and 
Washington, D.C. 
At least 55% of all school children in New York City are Black and 
Puerto Rican, BUT. 
Principals-95% white 
Teachers and regular substitutes-90% white 
Assistant Principals-90% white 
Guidance Counsellors-90% white 
In New York City roughly 78% of Blacks and Puerto Ricans serving as 
principals are "acting" principals and are not licensed as such . 
LICENSED Black and Puerto Rican principals are only 1 % of prin-
cipals in New York City. 
Personnel Census, N.Y.C. B'd of Ed . 
UNITED BRONX PARENTS, 11170 
In New York City there is one Black or Spanish-surnamed teacher for 
every 132 Black and Spanish-surnamed children . However, 
there is 1 white teacher for every 10 white students . There is one 
Black or Puerto Rican principal for every 13, 021 Black and Puerto 
Rican students. However, there is one white principal for every 504 
white students. 
METROOPOLIT AN APPLIED RESEARCH CENTER, Jan 71 
Facts. • • 
EDUCATION 
College and Blacks In 1950. 6.5% of whites attended College anEi 2% of Blacks attended. 
In 1968. 1 i 'fa of whites attended College and 4.25% of Blacks attended. 
The South 
after 
"Integration" 
Farther North\ 
That means that the margin in favor of whites going to college 
widened . 
RACE AND SCHOOLS, Sept.-Oct. 70 
" ... the best estimates indicate that only 3.3% of BA degrees went to 
Blacks in 1968." 
HARVARD EDUCATION REVIEW 8/70 
1970 At a time when Blacks make up a t least 11 % of the population : 
they are 6.9% of the fulltimeundergraduate students . . . and just over 
4% of the graduate and professional students. They are 3.9% of the 
law students, 4.2% of the Medical and 2.4% of the Engineering 
students . 
RACE RELATIONS REPORTER 8/2/71 
The National Education ' Association reports that 1,072 Black. 
educators lost jobs from 1968-1970 in 6 Southern states. At the same 
time. 5575 white teachers and administrators were hired by those 
states. Within 3 years, the number of Black principals has fallen from 
620 to 170 in North Carolina, and from 250 to 40 in Alabama. 
EBONY MAGAZINE 8/71 
During the school year of 1970-71 , Black students were expelled ; 
suspended. and put on probation in large numbers. In Columbia, S.C.: 
500 Blacks were sent to A.C. Flora . a previously white High School. 
At years end. 1/5 to 1/2 of the Blacks (estimates vary) were put out. 
In New Orleans, at one High School 1/2 of the students , 1600, were 
Black. Of the 1500 disciplinary cases that year , most were Black. 
In Sumner, S.C. nearly 1/3 of the Black students at Edmunds High 
were suspended . 
In Kilmichael , Miss ., ALL Black students were suspended or put on 
probation. 
In Coffeeville, Miss ., ALL Black students were suspended or put on' 
probation. 
In Charlotte , N.C., the white-Black ratio is 70% white to 30% Black. 
But 90% of the students suspended were Black. 
In Pittsburgh, Pa., suspensions were at an all time high, and most 
suspended students were Black. "The tendency of white teachers to 
suspend Blacks is borne out by the figures," said an assistant 
superintendent. 
N.Y . TIMES 8/28/71 
WHITE CONTROL 
Chicago A group of parents sued the school board for "economic and racial 
discrimination" and charged that: "In 1969, the official budget of the 
Board of Education allocated , on the average , 10.4% higher amounts 
per pupil in elementary schools attended by predominantly Caucasian 
students. In its 1970 budget, this difference increased to 12.2%." 
RACE AND SCHOOLS, May-June 71 
New York As of October 1970, the State University of New York employed : 
Higher Education TOTAL BLACK PUERTO RICAN 
Tenurf'n Teachin/.! Positions : 4,204 36 
Full-time Faculty Positions : 9,492 238 32 
Administrative Professional : 3,056 257 14 
N.T. TIMES 7/6/ 71 
Baston 
Blacks constitute nearly 1/3 of the total enrollment in junior and 
senior high schools, but only 1/ 10 of the faculty. 
Jet Magazine 8/5/71 
for thought 
MINORITY OPPRESSION 
In SchOOls located in states where many Mexican-Americans live: 
Mexican 
Americans , 
School year 1968-69: 
School Total Enroll,ment Span. Surname Span. Surname 
Indians 
Enrollment Graduated 
U. of Arizona 14,786 846 or 5% 136 or 9% 
UCLA 18,717 325 or 1.7% not available 
U. of Colorado 
(Boulder) 14,803 158 or 1 % 67 or 4% 
U. of New 
Mexico 9,181 1,189 or 12% 145 or 1.5% 
U. of Texas-
Austin 24.566 852 or 3% 208 or 8% 
RACE AND SCHOOLS. March/ April 1971 
American Indians lead the nation in drop-out rate. The rates range 
between 60-90%, depending on which reservation you visit. The 
average Indian only finishes fifth grade. There are no Indians on 
School Boards, and very few , if any, Indian teachers. 
Michigan , for example: 
There are only 50 Indian students in ALL of the State's higher 
educational institutions . The drop-out rate of Indian students from 
high school is over 80% in the Upper Peninsula and in excess of 50% 
in Lower Michigan. 
RACE AND SCHOOLS, May/June 71 
Puerto Ricans In the school year of 1968-1969, 
in 
New York City 
Public Schools 
% of pupils 
Principals 
BLACK Puerto Ricans 
AsS't. Principals 
Dep't. Chairmen 
Teachers 
32.2 
3.8 
11.7 
4.8 
9.1 
21.5 
0.4 
0.4 
0.3 
0.8 
PUERTO RICAN FORUM, May 1970 
The above facts and figures were taken from a booklet. "Fact Sheets on Institutional Racism" dis· 
tributed. compiled. and published by Foundation for Change Inc. BLACK GOLD also thanks Frank 
Walker for his help and interest. 
